
HOKOWHITU SCHOOL NEWSLETTER 
         Friday the 18th of October 2024 

  Important Upcoming Events 2024 
            14 - 25 October Orders open for 2025 calendar art, diaries, cards. Great Christmas gifts! 

21 - 25 October Ice skating week here at school 

23 October Lucky Book Club Closes 

28 October SCHOOL CLOSED - PUBLIC HOLIDAY, Labour Day 

29 October SCHOOL CLOSED - Teacher Only Day 

30 October 5.30pm Board meeting in the staffroom, all welcome 

31 October/ 1 November Year 4 sleepover and EOTC trip to Ngā Manu 

1 November - 9am Whole school assembly - TKT presenting 
Gumboot Friday - wear your gummies and bring a gold coin donation 

7 November Year 4 - 6 athletic sports (postponement day 11/11) 

11 November Hearing and Vision Checks - These are for New Entrants who have not had/completed their B4 
School Check 
OR Children who have no previous test record.  
* Any parent/guardian who does not want their child to be checked, should please inform the school 
before the visit.  

13 - 22 November Life Education Trust programme on site at school 

15 November - 9am Whole school assembly - TKA presenting 

22 November  House t-shirt day 

29 November - 9am Whole school assembly - TKP presenting 

3 December Year 1 - 3 fundamental skills display. Supporters welcome 

3 December - 5.30pm Final Board meeting for 2024 - held in the staffroom 

10 December - 8.30am Coffee and muffin thank you to whānau who have generously supported us this year 

12 December 5pm Christmas carnival and prize giving, followed by the Year 6 graduation 

13 December Reports come home in school bags today 

16 December 1.45pm Transition into 2025 classes 

18 December 12.45pm Classes finish for 2024 

30 + 31 January Staff call back days 

31 January 1.30 - 2.30pm Informal ‘meet and greet’ in classrooms. Bring your stationery and come and say ‘hi’ to the teaching 
team 

Monday 3 February 
8.50am 

School opens for 2025 -  day 1 of Term 1 



   Please also look out for kete newsletters - these include specific dates/events for that kete. 

 
Ways to Contact The Office When Your Child Will Be Late Or Sick 

Email - office@hokowhitu.school.nz 
Phone (You can also leave a voicemail) - 06 357 9667 

App - See how to download the App below 
https://hokowhituprimary.apps.school.nz/ 

School cell phone (you can ring or text this number) - 027 357 9021 
 

Please contact us as soon as you know your child will be late or is not coming to school as it 
can take a long time to contact everybody that doesn’t contact us. We do this to ensure your 

child is safe and not a missing child. Please do not contact the teacher directly, they don’t 
always see emails when they are teaching. Thank you. 

 

Important Information for Parents & Guardians 
Please download our school App if you haven't already, all IMPORTANT/URGENT notifications will come 

through this channel. Follow the directions as stated below 
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UPDATE FROM THE PRINCIPAL 
 
 
Kia ora koutou 
Welcome to  the ever-busy Term 4. 

 
This term’s inquiry focus is Taha Tinana - physical activity. The major curriculum focus is Physical and Health 
Education. Along with ice skating, athletic and fundamental skills, we have cricket sessions, basketball skills and 
drills, we hope to have the pool open in early December, and of course daily fitness - just for starters. 
Tim will be here with the Life Education trust programme as well, for many kete this will involve education 
around healthy lifestyles.These activities/programmes are examples of us working within our fourth strategic 
goal: 
Enhancing ākonga wellbeing by encouraging participation in physical activity 
 
SUN PROTECTION 
Our regulation blue bucket sun hat is a compulsory uniform item in Terms 4 and 1 of each year. Please ensure 
your tamariki have a named uniform hat EVERY DAY. Hats cost $15.00  - they are available from Academy 
Apparel, or from the school office. 
Alternatively, you can order a hat on KINDO and we will deliver it to the classroom on the following morning. 
Our sun safe policy states ‘no hat, no play’. 
 
As further protection from harmful rays, we recommend that sunscreen is applied before coming to school too. 
If you are sending sunscreen in school bags to be applied at break times, we find that the roll-on option is easier 
for tamariki to manage themselves. 
 
ICE SKATING: 21st - 25th OCTOBER 
Exciting!  Next week is ice skating week here at Hokowhitu School. 
Helmets MUST be worn (we can provide these) and everyone needs to have their own socks too. Extensive 
safety action plans and RAMS are available for viewing at the school office. 
 
There will be no cost associated with the sessions being held during the day - we will fund this exciting initiative 
as part of our strategic goal to enhance wellbeing by encouraging participation in physical activity. 
 
There will also be evening sessions available for sale for our wider school community -the event has now been 
published on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/share/76HthV5jJhZBQtUR/ 
 
People can purchase tickets for the different session times through the link below. Sessions are at least 30 
minutes each. 
https://www.trybooking.com/nz/UFJ 
 
CALENDAR/DIARY/CARD ART - orders close Friday 25 October 
Order forms were sent home earlier this week to  give you the opportunity to purchase a piece of your child’s 
art work as a 2025 calendar, or a diary or a set of cards. Many people take this opportunity to purchase 
Christmas gifts for grandparents or overseas friends/whānau (we make sure you have the items in time for 
overseas posting). Samples will be available in the office if you wish to see an example. 
If you want to see the artwork before placing an order, teachers will have it available for viewing in the kete. 
These are NOT compulsory to purchase if you do not want too. 
 
ICAS DIGITAL TECHNOLOGIES COMPETITION 
Congratulations to Alex G (participation award) and Ronav P 
(credit award) in the recent assessments. 
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PREPARATION FOR 2025 
Preliminary work is now being done in placing children for next year. It is really helpful for you to let us know 
now if you are not planning to be at Hokowhitu School next year, or if there are any other considerations that 
you think we should be aware of. Once placements are made, it is not possible to make changes. Please don’t 
assume all teachers will be in the same spaces as this year either - we often make changes. 
Almost every kete in our school is composite -that means there are 2-year groups of children in each kete. A 
reminder that whether your child is (for example) a Year 5 in TKT or TKA, they will have the same experiences. 
The same applies to EACH of the other year levels. One of the reasons that we have composite classes is to 
balance class numbers - no one wants their child in a class of 35+ children (with only 22 in the class next door). 
Another important reason is getting the right social/emotional/academic balance - this way we can better meet 
individual needs. 
 
EVERY child at our school spends 2 years in at least one kete area, they are not being held back or 
disadvantaged in any way. All the children know this - they just may need reminding from you. 
Our class placement process is considerable - we certainly don’t just pop names on a list. We gather data from 
teachers and create draft lists. These lists go back to the teams to see what the combinations look like to them. 
We then tweak and rework the lists until we have our final placements. We think about children who work well 
together and those who don’t. We consider teacher strengths and personalities to match individuals. While we 
try hard to ensure everyone has children that they know with them, sometimes they may not be in the same 
kete as their best friend - this happens. They get an opportunity to work with different people and widen their 
friendship circles. We encourage you to be positive about class placements with your children, they take their 
cues from you. 
Thanks so much in anticipation of your support. 
 
RECOGNITION OF SERVICE 
Our Board recently reviewed our policy around the recognition of service and introduced a section that 
acknowledged the years of service that individual staff members have given at our kura. 
At morning tea this week, Philip Steer, our Board Presiding Member recognised the following staff for service of 
5 years or more. 
Priscilla Gifford Moore, Gwenna Finikin, Michelle Mikkelsen, Hilary Salter, Susan Janssen, Lin Dixon, Reece 
Hawkins, Ang Caldwell, Liz Longley, Wendy Donnellan, Merryn Hawkins, Helen Griffin, Carlee Hodge, Jo 
Mullinger, Samuel Sloan, Tracey Orr, Steve Cooke, Emma Vekula, Anna Blay, Stacey Tayler and Jennifer Bates. 
A number of these staff members have given much more than 5 years service - this was a starting place. From 
this point of time, service will be recognised in increments of 5 year periods. 
 
Having a stable staff gives our ākonga (learners) the best opportunity to form strong relationships with their 
teachers, and have kaiako (teachers) that know them well and understand their strengths/needs. 
 
ADHD AWARENESS MONTH 
We celebrate diversity within our Hokowhitu school and the community around us. With this we would like to 
celebrate ADHD awareness month. Children and adults can have struggles with ADHD, but it also has some 
awesome SUPER POWERS that comes with it. Recognising that each and everyone of us is different and special 
in our own way helps us to grow and understand those around us better. 
See the Flyer on the next page…. 
 
Ngā mihi nui 
Lin Dixon 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 



                 
SPORTS 

 
 
SPORTS UNIFORMS  
- If your child is no longer playing a sport for this year, please return their sports uniform as soon as possible, 
there will be a full replacement charge for any uniforms not returned. Thank you for your understanding in this. 
 
VOLLEYBALL 
Well done to the Hokowhitu Spikers Volleyball team on a great first game. Congratulations to Chris P for 
receiving player of the day. 
 
NETBALL  
Hokowhitu Shooters - The  player of the day this week was Bailey! Her dedication to 
always being open for the ball was outstanding, she had quick feet and was always 
thinking a step ahead! Well done Bailey. 
 
SUMMER SOCCER 
What a great start to the season ALL 9 of our teams had on Wednesday. It was so great 
seeing Hokowhitu School being represented with fair play, kindness, and most of all 
seeing the children’s pure enjoyment and fun.  
 
Hokowhitu Monarchs - The Monarchs got off to a fantastic start with a 
win in their first game.  
It was really impressive to see the whole team getting into the game and 
displaying fantastic teamwork! 
Ka pai Sadie, our player of the day with a massive 4 goals!  
Ka rawe Monarchs!! 
 
Hokowhitu Tornados - The Hokowhitu Tornados had their first game vs 
West End. What a great bunch of positive kids we have in our team! It was a tough game, and we did a lot of 
tackling. Ka pai to Viktor our player of the day who showed great sportsmanship. Next week we'll work on our 
positions. Well done Tornados!  
 
Good Luck to our under 8 Touch team that is starting their season this afternoon, and to the 2 Futsal teams 
and 6 Hockey teams that start their season next week.  
 
 
Coaches/Managers - If you would like details in the newsletter, please email them to Jen Bates by Thursday - 
office@hokowhitu.school.nz. 
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Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Wakahuia                                                            
Welcome to Hokowhitu School Methila, Olive, Imogen, Evie, Jack, Maddy, Heela, Akein, Calvin, Alfie, Zac, 
Uriah and Mizgine. You have all had a fantastic first week in Waka Iti, trying so many new things. Kai pai! 
Bai - A big Hokowhitu and Waka welcome. 
Bentley - A big Hokowhitu and Waka welcome.  
Te Paia - Awesome oral language pictures to share about her holidays.  
Tiesha - For showing confidence when speaking about her holidays to the whole whanau class.  
Celine - For showing confidence when speaking about her holidays to the whole of Waka.  
Evie - For showing confidence when speaking to the whanau class about her holidays. 
Lusion - For fantastic maths knowledge when answering addition facts. Tino Pai.  
Sebastian - For working hard on your ball skills. Kā rawe.  
Arlo - For always being a kind and caring friend. Kā pai!  
Shay - Welcome to Hokowhitu School.  
Mischka - For always showing enthusiasm towards learning. Kā pai! 
 
Te Kete Pounamu 
Blake - I loved reading your holiday recount writing! Keep up the great work.  
Cara - You did an awesome job in your spelling test. Ka pai!  
Finley - You had great control and skill with the ball during our P.E lessons! Tino pai.  
Ivy - For reading with improved confidence and fluency. Keep it up!  
Oliver - For solving 2s, 5s, and 10s timetables by skip counting!  
Dontae - For a fantastic start to term 4! Keep it up!  
Hikurangi - For following class and school routines independently!  
Eddie - For seeing things that need to be done in the kete and doing it! Well done showing kaitiaki!  
Dylan - For completing your art activities independently! Excellent work! 
 
Te Kete Manawa  
Ajay - For excellent addition of fractions on your whiteboard at maths workshop.  
Leo Y - For showing us your superb downhill skateboarding skills.  
Anna - For displaying a positive attitude towards learning, especially when completing homework.  
Nate - For your eagerness to learn and working hard when feedback is given in literacy. Keep it up!  
Vanshika - For perfect pastel work when creating a collaborative piece of art.  
Isla F. - For fantastic sentence creation during literacy starter using r-controlled syllables.  
Antonella - For displaying fantastic football skills while practising ‘throw ins’.  
Romannah - For lovely letter formation and presentation in handwriting.  
Avyaan - For your enthusiasm and contribution during our oral language sharing sessions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

Achievement Awards 

 
Te Kete Aronui 
Shanaaya - For challenging yourself to try something new (hurdles).  
K-J, Jaxson, Hao xuan - For great technique with the hurdles in athletics.  
Oscar - For impressive maths skills using times tables! 
Senura - For skimming and summarising information well in literacy.  
Ruby - For sharing great ideas in literacy discussions.  
Anita - For impressive maths skills across a range of areas.  
Bailey, Mila P - For excellent focus in Mrs Mullinger’s maths sessions. 
 
Te Kete Tangaroa 
Joey - For managing himself and being prepared for learning.  
Minoo - For explaining his thinking in maths.  
Tyler - For managing himself and stepping up, participating even with a sprained wrist.  
Will - For being proactive in all areas of his learning including an excellent fluency score in reading and striving 
to learn more in maths.  
Madisyn - Great technique in high jump.  
Mesake - For showing manawanui, always doing the right thing.  
Albie - For stepping up and being outstanding in literacy and maths.  
Ollie C - For showing manawanui in class.  
Eli - For outstanding accuracy in maths. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 



Community Notices 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE EGG PROJECT…. 
We’re gearing up to pack the freshest, happiest eggs this side of the 
henhouse, and we don’t want you to miss out. Our Free Range and 
Certified Organic Free-Range eggs come from the happiest hens 
you’ll ever meet (unless you’ve got your own chooks!). 
 
      Why should you scramble to order before the cut-off? 

1. Unbeatable Freshness: These eggs are so fresh, they 
practically come with a cluck of approval. 

2. Fundraising Fun: For every dozen you buy, we give $1.00 back 
to your school. That's a win-win for everyone! 

3. Support Local: You’re backing a small local business that’s 
cracking out its best to make a difference in our community. 

 
 
Don’t egg-nore this opportunity - get your 
dozen(s) now and enjoy the freshest eggs you can get without building a coop in your 
backyard. 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

TENNIS 
Fun in the Sun with the award-winning Marist Hotshots Tennis Programme - Beginner skills development 
programme for 5-12 year olds run by our amazing Hot Shots coaches. These 50-minute sessions run on Saturday 
mornings over term 4 and will focus on improving strokes, footwork, and court strategies! This is our most 
popular tennis programme which will upskill and develop techniques, so you are ready to face challenges on the 
court this summer season. All levels catered for, and all equipment provided. For more info contact Big John on 
0274808808 or email johnsalisbury@xtra.co.nz 
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